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There are several popular variations of games where the premise is to guess 
the identity of the place, person or thing  through different clues which are 

given. The first person to guess the correct answer is the winner. 
Sometimes the clues are so obvious that answer is easy, and sometimes the 
clues are so obscure that it is impossible to come up with the right answer. 
When Jesus asks “Who am I” the answer should be obvious, He has given 

many  clues, but still to many it remains obscure. 



18 Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disci-
ples were with him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds 
say that I am?” 19 And they answered, “John the Baptist. But 
others say, Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old 
has risen.” 20 Then he said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 
21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this 
to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits



Commentary
 Last week we saw Jesus sending out His Apostles on their first 
mission, who He gave authority and power to cast our demons, 
heal all kinds of ailments, and to preach and teach the kingdom 
of God. They returned after a while having had a successful mis-
sion. They then travel with Jesus to outside Bethsaida where Je-
sus ministers to a large crowd. The disciples become concerned 
at how late it is getting, and tell Jesus to dismiss the crowd while 
there is still a chance they can find food and lodging. Jesus tells 
them to provide for the crowd, but they can’t; they only have five 
loaves and two fish. Jesus takes these and after blessing them 
and giving thanks feeds the crowd of over 5,000, and they are all 
full and there are even leftovers! 
Luke does not give us the location of this next scene, but both 
Matthew and Mark tell us that this takes place in Caesarea 
Philippi which is north of Bethsaida and was under the control 
of Philip, Herod Agrippa’s brother. This was an area of mixed cul-
tures, both Jewish Hellenistic, and there was a cave where the  
god pan was worshiped. Perhaps Jesus went up here to get away 
from the crowds so he could get his disciples by Himself. 
Luke tells us that Jesus was praying by Himself, except His 

 himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my 
words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he 
comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels. 27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.”
Luke 9:18–27 (ESV)





disciples were with Him too. It was Jesus’ habit to pray, but 
when Luke tells us about Jesus praying it is usually a pointer 
to something which about to happen. Jesus prays during His 
baptism and the Holy Spirit descends on Him and there is a voice 
from heaven confirming Him. As the crowds increase, Jesus 
constantly withdraws to pray, His connection with the Father 
is of prime importance. Jesus prays before He calls the twelve 
Apostles, and here He also prays. Jesus’ prayer it seems has a 
strong association with Peter’s recognition of who He is. Now is 
the time Spirit will reveal Jesus’ identity to them. 
Jesus starts off however by asking the disciples who the crowds 
say He is? In the previous section Herod had begun to ask who 
Jesus was when he heard about Him and His activities and 
Herod got much the same sort of answers. He was John the 
Baptist raised from the dead, He was Elijah, or He was some 
other notable prophet from before, maybe Moses. Herod had 
found all these answers unsatisfactory, and he was right. Indeed 
Jesus does have continuity with John’s ministry, Jesus too calls 
on people to repent and turn to God, and when they do so it 
also means changing their lives to God, and living a certain way. 
But Jesus is not John the Baptist, John who was coming before 
the Messiah, the one who said he was not worthy to touch the 
sandals of the one coming after Him. 
Like Jesus Elijah had raised a child from the dead and was a 
fiery unpredictable prophet, but Elijah was seen as the percus-
sor to coming Messiah, and so is identified with John not Jesus. 
Besides, Jesus commanded the dead to rise, Elijah had to ask 
God to intervene. 



Moses had overseen God’s provision of food in the wilderness and 
of course Moses was the law giver to the people of God. But Jesus 
had provided the food Himself, and Jesus interpreted the law as 
Himself fulfilling the law. 
We could go through the long list of prophets prior to Jesus, and 
they would all in some way foreshadow Jesus, there would be 
some likeness, He is more than a prophet. Jesus is more than a 
priest, and He is more than  king. 
Them comes the crucial question; “who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answers, “He is the Christ of God.”Immediately Jesus tells 
them to keep it silent and then He prophesises about what will 
happen to Him. No Jew had this ending in mind for the Messiah, 
but rather physcial victory and triumph over Israel’s enemies. 
Jesus wil triumph an rise from the dead, but only after first suffer-
ing and dying. 
Jesus says “anyone,” which means “anyone,” who would follow 
Him must also crucify their own desires, ideals, thoughts, habits, 
and words, that are focused on self rather than God. It doesn’t 
matter how much those things might get you in the world, they 
won’t get you anywhere with God. You could gain the whole 
world, and make sure your life is protected for your time here on 
earth, but that is only for a comparitvely short time compared 
to eternity. The question is are we prepared to forego short term 
gain for long term security, or does imeadiate gratification win 
out over our eternal promise? 



Group Study

Open the group with prayer and discuss how you have 
used your application from last week’s study in your life, 
and what you have learned from it.

Start off by playing a game of “Who am I?” 

How has your description of who you are changed over the years 
and what part of your description hasn’t changed? 

Discuss the things that Jesus has done up to this point, and if 
you had been there at the time what conclusions they might 
have led you to say who He was. 

How do we make sense of Jesus? 

What have you heard other people say about Jesus, and how 
have you responded to what they say? 

Why is any identification of Jesus as anything less than the Son 
of God inadequate. 

Why is what other people say about Jesus incedental to who you 
say Jesus is? 

Peter made this profession that Jesus is “the Christ of God.” What 
do you think he and the other elven understood this to mean? Do 
you think even now they understood who Jesus was?
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How does someone get to the place where they can make a pro-
fession of faith? Who is responsible for getting them there? 

Bearing in mind the disciples had been following Jesus for some-
time now before this profession is made, discuss at what stage of 
faith someone becomes Jesus’ disciple? 

Jesus says “anyone” who wants to follow Him must pick up their 
cross.” What does He mean? 

What does that cross look like for you? 

What lesson will you take from this text, and how will 
you put it into practice this week? 
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Personal study time
Read the following excerpt of Paul’s sermon at Psidian Antioch 
and reflect on who Paul says Jesus is. 

26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those 
among you who fear God, to us has been sent the message 
of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and 
their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor under-
stand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every 
Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 28 And though 
they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate 
to have him executed. 29 And when they had carried out 
all that was written of him, they took him down from the 
tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the 
dead, 31 and for many days he appeared to those who had 
come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now 
his witnesses to the people. 32 And we bring you the good 
news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has 
fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is writ-
ten in the second Psalm, 
                  “ ‘You are my Son, 
      today I have begotten you.’ 
34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no 
more to return to corruption, he has spoken in this way, 
                  “ ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of 
David.’ 
35 Therefore he says also in another psalm, 
                  “ ‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ 
36 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in 
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Reflection 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers 
and saw corruption, 37 but he whom God raised up did not 
see corruption. 38 Let it be known to you therefore, broth-
ers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 
to you, 39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from 
everything from which you could not be freed by the law of 
Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Proph-
ets should come about: 

            41       “ ‘Look, you scoffers, 
      be astounded and perish; 
                  for I am doing a work in your days, 
      a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to 
you.’ ”

Acts 13:26–41 (ESV)
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Reflection
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KKIDS CORNERIDS CORNER

Making It Count

 1. What’s one of your biggest dreams?

Even while we’re young, we are constantly being encouraged to 
dream big and follow our hearts. We’re told that life has so much 
to offer us and that we need anything that will make us happy. 
But, although pursuing our passions and enjoying fine things in 
life aren’t bad, it is important to remember that they are not even 
close to the most important thing. Our saving relationship with 
God is the very most important aspect of our lives, and without it, 
everything else is worthless! Jesus summed it up in a simple, 
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powerful question: What does it profit a person to gain the whole 
world but lose their soul?
In a world where people seek after meaningless dreams and 
pleasures, it can be hard to stay focused on the only thing that 
truly counts. However, the closer we get to the Lord and the 
more we seek His goodness in our lives, the easier it becomes to 
only pursue and focus on Him! Everything else begins to seem 
distant and unimportant because nothing is as satisfying and 
meaningful as God’s presence in our lives. And this isn’t just a 
far-off goal to accomplish once we’re adults. We can experience 
God’s amazing perfect will for us no matter how old we are! So, 
instead of following our dreams and pursuing empty happiness, 
let’s draw near to God and seek hard after the only thing that will 
ever truly matter.

 2. How can you seek after God today?

 


