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The race is on to find a vaccine for COVID 19; will it turn out to be drug that 
already exisits, or will it be a new one which is developed in response to this 

crisis? 
Trying to find the one is no easy task, it will have to be trailed before general 

medical use to make sure it lives up to protecting us from the virus. 
In this week’s study guide we are not focusing on a vaccince but on God, 
or rather the “coming one of God.” John the Baptist has been promoting the 
need to get ready for the Messiah, and how when the Messiah comes He 
is going to be the antidote for sin and wickedness, and unless you are ready 
for Him you will be swept away. But as John hears about Jesus’ ministry he 

begins to wonder if Jesus is up to the task. 



18 The disciples of John reported all these things to him. 
And John, 19 calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to 
the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?” 20 And when the men had come to 
him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, 
‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for an-
other?’ ” 21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases 
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind 
he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached 
to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by 
me.” 
24 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
25 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing 
and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26 What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written, 
                  “ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
      who will prepare your way before you.’ 
28 I tell you, among those born of women none is greater 
than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God 
is greater than he.” 29 (When all the people heard this, and 
the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been 
baptized with the baptism of John, 30 but the Pharisees and 



Commentary
The spotlight has been Jesus’ healing of the centurion’s servant 
in Capernaum and His raising the widow’s only son in Nain, but 
now it is shone back on John whom we have not heard about 
since chapter three. John, you may remember burst onto the 
scene proclaiming a baptism of repentance and great crowds 
rushed out to hear him and be baptised. John warned the crowd 
not to rely on their ancestory; Abraham might be their forefather 
but God could raise up followers from stones if wanted to. There 
was an urgency to John’s message, because the axe of God’s 
judgement was already laid at the root of the tree. Tax collectors 

the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not 
having been baptized by him.) 
31 “To what then shall I compare the people of this genera-
tion, and what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting 
in the marketplace and calling to one another, 
                  “ ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 
dance; 
      we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 

33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drink-
ing no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of 
Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at 
him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ 35 Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”
Luke 7:18–35 (ESV)





and soldiers, not Pharisees made up his audience and they 
asked John to tell them how they should live out repentance. 
People questioned whether John was the “coming one,” but 
he assured them he wasnt; the coming one was coming and he 
would winnow and thresh the crop, but John wasn’t worthy to 
touch His sandals. Right after John baptises Jesus he is arrested 
for speaking about how Herod should not be living with his 
brother’s wife Herodius. 
The things John is hearing about Jesus don’t match his expecta-
tions of the Messiah’s judgement, especially on the leadership 
and the foreign occupiers. So he sends back two disciples to 
ask Jesus if He is the one or they should look for another. Jesus 
doesn’t directly answer their question, but He heals many 
people around them, and tells the two disciples to go back to 
John and tell him what they have seen and heard: the blind re-
ceive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached 
to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is dnot offended by me.” 
When John’s disciples have left Jesus talks about John, asking 
why people went out into the widerness to see, hear and be 
baptised by him?
The answer Jesus says is becuse John is a prophet, actually 
more than a prophet, becasue John is the culmination of the age 
of prophets, and John is the greaest of men born to women. Je-
sus excludes Himself as His conception was super natural; Jesus 
is the God man.
Yet, as great as John is, Jesus says the kingdom of God is not 
entered by human greatness, but rather through lowliness in



 receiving Jesus as Lord and saviour. The one who has come into 
the kingdom of God through Jesus Christ is greater than any 
prophet! 
The people who had gone out into the wilderness to hear John 
and get his baptisim, (Tax collectors etc) were happy to hear Je-
sus talking this way, becuase the kingdom of God had been shut 
to them prior to that by the legalism of the Pharisees. 
Jesus likens his contemporary generation to children playing two  
very different types of music in the marketplace and yet the audi-
ence won’t respond. Jesus and John are the audience; John came 
preaching repentance and they didn’t like that because it was too 
harsh and restricting, and Jesus came eating and drinking with 
“sinners” and they didn’t like that either because it wasn’t restric-
tive enough. 
In the end however, Jesus says wisdom is justified by all her 
children. As in the book of Proverbs Jesus personifies wisdom, 
and the children are those who have heard John’s call to repen-
tance and have turned to Jesus becasue of what they have seen 
and heard, and who don’t fall away. The children of God are those 
who get on board with Gods’ wisdom as revealed through John 
the Baptist and ultimately Jesus Christ. 



Group Study

Open the group with prayer and discuss how you have used your 
application from last week’s study in your life, and what you have 
learned from it.

When is it important that you find the right “one,” and when 
doesn’t it matter? 

Have you ever met a person or been in a situation which you 
thought “this is the one, only to subsequently question whether 
that was true? 

Talk about what John was experiencing and why he had ques-
tions about whether Jesus was the one. 

Why might some Christians get themselves into the same sort of 
mindset as John, where we expect God to act in a certain way? 

How did Jesus treat John’s question and how does the way Je-
sus responded to John make you feel? 
 
What answer did Jesus give to John’s disciples to take back to 
him? 

What answer can we give to people who are wondering if Jesus is 
the coming one? 
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How can we reconcile John’s ministry of calling people to repent 
and Jesus’ ministry of loving people? 

How can our words and actions reflect God’s message most 
acurately? 

Read the following three passages and answer why john was the 
greatest of the Old Testament prophets.

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way 
before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 
to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.
Malachi 3:1 (ESV)

5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great 
and awesome day of the LORD comes. 
Malachi 4:5 (ESV)

20 “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the 
way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.
Exodus 23:20 (ESV)

What “tune,” do people want God to dance to today? Why are we 
never satisfied? 
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Personal study time
Read the following passage and using the REAP method reflect 
on how the least in the kingdom of God is greater that the “great-
est” born of women. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adop-
tion to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to 
the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, 
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known 
to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which 
he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we 
who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise 
of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guaran-
tee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:3–14 (ESV)

BOOK AUTHOR



Reflection 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

NAME OF THE BOOK



REAP Method of studying Scripture

 READ
 Read the passages with an open heart, asking the Holy 
Spirit to give you words of encouragement, direction, and correc-
tion (2 Timothy 3:16). Underline the verses that seem important 
and that God is using to speak to you. 

 EXAMINE
 Spend some time reflecting and writing about what 
you’ve read. Write down one or two of the key verses that stuck 
out to you. Ask yourself these questions and write down your 
thoughts: 
 * What is going on in the passage? 
 * Who is writing and whom is he writing to? 
 * When was the author writing?    
 *What are the circumstances that the author is address 
 ing?  
  * Does the writer mention any- thing that might indi-
cate his purpose or intent? 
 * how do you think the author wants his audience to 
respond? 

 APPLY
 After examining the passage, apply the text to your own 
life. Ask your- self these questions: 
 * What is God’s word for me from this passage?  
     * How will I live differently and be different today be-
cause of what I just read?    
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KKIDS CORNERIDS CORNER

Reception or Rejection

 1. How often do you believe the things you hear?

When we’re told something, we have two choices: we can believe 
it, or we can reject it. Usually, if the person who told us is trust-
worthy, and there is evidence proving what they’ve said, then 
there’s no reason we shouldn’t trust them! When John the baptist 
started his ministry, he preached powerful words from God. 
Everything he said was trustworthy, and they lined up with every 
scripture in the Bible. But, while a lot of the Israelites believed 
him, many prominent public figures did not. The same thing 
happened when Jesus began teaching and healing people. Many 
believed He was the world’s promised savior; others rejected Him 
completely. Despite how He only spoke truth and proved who He 
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was with His actions, some still refused to believe that He was 
truly the Son of God. 
So why did some people believe the truth and some did not? 
Well, those who rejected it had already decided what they want-
ed to believe, how they were going to think, and why they were 
going to reject the truth. They wanted to stay puffed-up and feel 
important; they didn’t want to admit they needed forgiveness 
from sins! They pretended to be perfect, so when they heard the 
truth and even saw it right in front of them, they couldn’t trust 
it. But not everyone was too prideful to believe the truth. Some 
people heard the teachings of Jesus and John, saw the signs that 
Jesus performed, and they knew what was true. Their hearts and 
minds were ready and eager for forgiveness! As these people re-
ceived the truth, their sins were forgiven, their life was restored, 
and they finally had a right relationship with God! It’s so impor-
tant to choose truth over faulty perspectives!

2. Do you see people choosing their own ideas over truth 
today?

 


